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Can paradise Islands turn to hell?  


Six month after the international mission on the impact of Global warming on mountains (a mission carried out in the Mont-Blanc Region) a team of 3 young reporters investigated the problem in a totally different context: the Caribbean region. 





Danielle Heaf, aged 17 (Denmark), Lauri Lamy, aged 17 (France) and Ionnis Balamotis aged 15 (Greece) discovered that the reef ecosystem is extremely rich in term of biodiversity. Shelter to numerous living species, it is the second biodiverse ecosystem after tropical forests. The young reporters found out that this natural capital was also a very important source of economic development. Indeed, fishing industries and tourism are fundamental source of income for the population.





The problem is that the resource is not always managed in a sustainable way. “By destroying your environment you are destroying the goose that layed the golden egg” reminds Penelope Hynam, from the Caribbean Conservation Association. The Young reporters discovered that valuable fish species are getting extinct due to over-fishing, sometimes with illegal methods such as poison or blast fishing! Coral (which are animals, not plants!) are cut and sold as souvenirs. They also suffer urbanisation and reshaping of beaches, sewage from hotels or housing. 





Being on an island remind how deep and fragile is your link to nature. Here you realise that fresh water is a very precious resource for instance. The problem is that “one tourist uses three times more water than one resident person: imagine the impact in the generation of water sewage and garbage as well…”. Declares Nelson Andrade Comenares, from the United Nations Environmental Programme.





Beyond the local stress that human activities put on the ecosystem, there is a global threat hanging over the region: Global warming. Here again being on an island makes that the problem is regarded as a very serious one. Because of the increase of surface water temperature, Coral reef quickly die (this is the “bleaching” phenomenon). The problem is really serious. The Unesco (1) reports in 2002 that a quarter of the world coral reef are already either dead or not fully functional anymore. The entire ecosystem is then put at risk: coral reef cannot offer food or shelter to the rest of living species. 





…/…








Moreover, they are not effective anymore against coastal erosion. This is all the more worrying when you know that Climate change increases the rising of the sea level, and the intensity of extreme meteorological events in the region as well (hurricanes or cyclones). 





Every year, human activities release in the atmosphere billion of tons of greenhouse gases. According to the IPCC (2) the different scenario expect a rising of the temperature from 1 to 3,5°C, representing a rising of the sea level up to 95 cm within this century.


In the Caribbean region all actors of society feel very concerned. Indeed, they know that in the Pacific ocean, in Polynesia, some islands (Carteret and Takuu for instance) are already sinking with populations relocated. Sadly while islands are sinking, the concept of “climate refugee” is emerging. 





We know that the key is to reduce the emission of green house gases, resulting from the combustion of fossil fuels. All sectors are responsible. Everyone can participate to the effort: developing clean energies, promoting energy saving technologies, promoting public transports, reducing waste generation... the Caribbean people cannot solve this alone. This is a collective issue for all countries, all governments, all companies and all individuals.





This is a very easy equation we are facing, for the Caribbean region and for the earth at large: if we are responsible enough, we can keep this place to be paradise. The alternative might be hell.





You can read the complete report of the 


Young Reporters on their press agency on internet: www.youngreporters.org
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